Changes induced in rat plasma composition by lactation.
Changes in rat plasma composition in post-partum period were studied from day 1 to post weaning recovery situation (day 40). Urea levels showed a significant increase at the peak of lactation, and glycerol levels showed a decrease towards late lactation. Changes in the plasma aminogram were more marked during the maximal intensity of lactation (days 10-20) and in postlactation. Low trypthophan levels were sustained throughout the lactation period. The combined amino acids showed significant increases on day 10 of lactation, and increases in non-essential and total amino acids in post-lactation (40 days). These results point towards increased amino-acid utilization during lactation.